.   52
ROWDYISM IN ELECTIONS
Q. You are no doubt aware of the rowdyism resulting in
severe damage during one of the recent elections in Bombay.
Does it become the teacher of ahimsa to keep silent on such an
occasion ?
A. I do not want to enter into the question of whether
silence becomes me or not. If the rowdyism is not a forerun-
ner of what the future holds, it will be wrong to take note of it.
Such sporadic clashes should not worry us. The education of
the masses in ahimsa can make way gradually. It may be that
it will develop from the lessons learnt from such happenings.
But it may be that this rowdyism is symptomatic of an epidemic.
Many people imagine that they alone are right and everyone
else wrong, and they do not consider that there is anything un-
worthy in forcing their point of view down others' throats.
Has, error has to be rectified. If we are in the right we must
have infinite patience.
Just now we seem unable to see our own mistakes. Those
who lack the faculty of reason, or who desire to live for the sake
of enjoyment, can never see the error. If there are many such,
then we must conclude that our non-violence has been a wea-
pon of Jhe weak, hirnsa masquerading in the guise of ahimsa.
If this weakness continues we shall have to go- through rivers
of blood once the British rule goes. We may even come under
the sway of some other foreign power or it may be that with
internecine warfare the weaker side will have to submit to the
one that has the mightier weapons. If we are .unfortunate
enough to witness such strife, believers in non-violence will joy-
fully die in the effort to stop it and thereby live.
My hope is that the masses have sufficiently imbibed the
spirit of ahimsa and that when the British go, there may be a
little fight here and there^and then we shall settle down as
brothers giving a lesson of peace to the world.
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